ReadingPals is a collaboration between United Way and The Children’s Movement in
conjunction with local and statewide partners and Carol and Barney Barnett.
The goal is to engage caring people across Florida to increase the number of
young students who read at grade level.

If you’re interested in becoming a ReadingPal,
contact Nicole Brown at 813.274.0998 or nbrown@uwsuncoast.org .

“We love “high five’ing” and celebrating his successes - he
is very smart and it is an honor to be a small contributor to
his reading improvement and see his joy in reading! I highly
recommend this program. Children deserve the chance to
learn to read.”

Become a ReadingPal.

“This is an opportunity to give back and reach one student
who needs extra encouragement.”
“I love it. It’s the coolest thing I’ve ever done in my life.”

ReadingPals help build a strong foundation for literacy
you can help children develop the skills and enthusiasm for reading

“Tutoring sessions are an opportunity to help
students believe they can be successful and that
learning can be enjoyable.”

so critical to academic success.

—ReadingPal Volunteers

and a love of reading. By giving just a small amount of time,

Interested?
Contact Nicole Brown at 813.274.0998 or
nbrown@uwsuncoast.org.
unitedwaysuncoast.org

READ TO A CHILD.
YOU’RE LIKELY TO ENJOY IT.
HE’S LIKELY TO GRADUATE.

Sign up today.
It’s as easy as 1-2-3:
Reading is a building block
for success.
United Way Suncoast is looking for volunteers to read to children in kindergarten and the first grade
once a week throughout the school year.
As a ReadingPal, you’ll be assigned two children in Hillsborough or Pinellas County who need a little
extra help. No experience is necessary; once you sign up, you’ll receive training and the material
you need. Background checks will be performed on all volunteers. You can choose a location that’s
convenient to your home or workplace and you’ll be invited to occasional get-togethers with other
ReadingPals.
Children who are read to are more likely to become strong readers. And children who read at grade
level by the fourth grade are four times more likely to graduate from high school. High school
graduates earn more, make better choices, use fewer social services and stay out of trouble.

Commit to one hour per week during the school year.
Fill out the ReadingPal information at unitedwaysuncoast.org/readingpals.
You’ll be notified of the next training session where you’ll receive a list of
ReadingPal locations. Choose one that’s convenient and that will make it easy
for you to visit once a week after school. Times vary depending on the location.
Or choose the buddy system, where you and another volunteer work with two
children on alternate weeks.

You’ll be matched with two children in
kindergarten or first grade.

This isn’t just good for the kids,
it’s a great opportunity for me, too.
It’s a big deal in my life.
—ReadingPal Volunteer

Training and material will be provided.
You’ll receive books, activities, games and other material appropriate for new
readers; suggestions on how to work with your ReadingPals; and links to helpful
websites. A United Way Suncoast staff member will be available to answer your
questions throughout the year.
Plus you’ll get a book a month to give each of your ReadingPals to take home as
their very own.

Have fun! Once you learn more about your ReadingPals,
you can be creative. Find out what they’re interested in –
animals, sports, superheroes, art – and read books about
their interests. Play learning games. Identify pictures
with words. Ask them to identify letters and write words.
Reading can be hard. Having a positive, encouraging
“pal” can make a difference. Showing them that reading
is fun will advance their skills and help them achieve
academic success.

Watching my student
go from not understanding the
correlation between how a letter
sounds and how it looks on a page to
actually reading unfamiliar text was
amazing and incredibly rewarding.
I can’t wait to work with
someone next year!
—ReadingPal Volunteer

